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	Background
	Student provided a well-argued theoretical background. Students synthesized and reviewed at least 6 research articles. 
	Student provided theoretical background, but did not quite understand the previous literature or only reviewed 5 articles.    
	The background information was confusing and not particularly relevant to the proposed project. Student only reviewed 4 articles.  
	Less than 4 articles were reviewed. Arguments were too confusing to follow or no background was discussed. 

	Argument for the current project
	Student guided the reader to the current project,. Student discussed relevant and current literature with accurate interpretations. 
	Student guided the reader to the current project, but some literature was not well discussed or did not seem relevant. 
	Disorganized, or most of the literature discussed was not very relevant  to the current project. The section seemed written “at the last minute.” 
	Too difficult to follow due to writing or because no relevant literature was discussed. No clear link to the current project, or the section was not written. 

	Hypotheses 
	3 hypotheses stated: two main effects and one interaction. Student was able to justify the hypotheses. 
	Hypotheses were discussed but needed clarification on the justification. 
	Hypotheses were not properly stated, or the justification was not accurate.  
	Key information was missing throughout the section. Or, no section was present. 

	Writing
	The writing was clear and concise throughout. Student was able to guide the reader through the section without confusion. 
	Very few grammatical errors were present, student appropriately described the cited research articles.  
	Several grammatical and organizational errors were found. Student was not concise or clear in their argument.    
	Very disorganized and difficult to read. Several grammar, spelling, and organizational errors were present. 

	APA Style
	APA style was followed through the entire section with no error. Students used appropriate headings, subheadings, and formatting (i.e., bold the write places). Cover page and References were present. 
	Very few APA errors throughout. (< 4)
	Several APA errors throughout ( < 6)
	Too many APA errors found throughout the paper ( > 6). Or, no cover page or references section present. 
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